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Dear Legislator, 
 
ABATE of Washington is a not-for-profit organization that is interested in citizens Rights as they apply to 
Motorcyclists. 
 
Our agenda is simple.  We seek to ensure equal protection of our Constitutional and Social Rights through 
legislation.  Each year, A.B.A.T.E hosts a legislative day to talk face-to-face with the Lawmakers in 
Olympia that represent our needs. 
 
ABATE of Washington is made of citizens from all walks of life; Engineers; Ministers; Brokers; 
Accountants; Teachers; Government Employees; Salesmen; Nurses; Doctors; Pilots; Construction 
Workers; Truck Drivers; Legislators; Business Owners and more.  We represent all facets of Americana. 
 
Within this packet, you will find 2 sections that detail the issues that we, as a unified community are in 
support of this session.  In reading all of the issues, we are confident that you will feel compelled to use 
your vote to pass each bill. 
 
The Motorcycle Community is united on our issues.  ABATE, in collaboration with The Confederation of 
Clubs, The US Defenders and the Washington Road Riders Association is seeking legislative relief.   
 
Our sponsored bills for the 2012 legislative session are: HB1984/SB6308 and HB1527.  We ask that you 
read the all of the information in this packet, and then use your vote to represent your constituency.   
 
On behalf of the community of A.B.A.T.E of Washington with the collaboration of motorcyclist within 
Washington State we thank you for representing our issues with your YES vote to our Bills.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mick Gillispie        Donnie ‘Mr. Breeze’ Landsman 
ABATE of Washington      B.O.L.T. – State Director 
State Coordinator       mrbreeze.boltwa@yahoo.com 
coordinator@abate-wa.org      ABATE of Washington 
253-475-4944 Legislative Affairs Officer 

legislative1@abate-wa.org 
425-495-7000  
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Dear Legislator, 
 
The Washington Road Riders Association is a not-for-profit organization actively involved in all aspects 
of motorcycle safety, education, and policy. 
 
Our approach is multi-faceted.  We engage with legislative bodies at the local, state, and federal levels to 
ensure that the voice of the motorcycling community is heard as policies are debated and implemented.  
Many of our members are involved in the Washington State Motorcycle Safety and Education Program, 
both as rider coaches and sitting on the advisory board.  We work with agencies to establish and 
implement policies advantageous to the motorcycling community.  Each year, in collaboration with other 
motorcycling groups, we participate in a legislative day to meet with the lawmakers in Olympia to 
represent our needs. 
 
The membership of the Washington Road Riders Association comes from a wide cross section of 
American society.  From senior technical project managers, to teaching professionals, to crafts and trades 
persons, young riders to veterans with decades of riding, sport bike enthusiasts to long distance touring 
advocates, we are brought together by our passion for motorcycling. 
 
Within this packet, you will find sections that detail the issues that we, in conjunction with our fellow 
motorcycling groups, are in support of this session.  After reading all of the issues, we hope that you will 
feel compelled to move these measures forward. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, either concerning any of the issues that we have 
presented here, or on any other matter with respect to motorcycling. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
“Texas” Larry Walker 
Government Relations Specialist 
Washington Road Riders Association 
(360) 271-9285 (mobile) 
(360) 871-2654 (home) 
wrraleg@aol.com 
�
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support the theory.  The numbers simply do not add up.    
. 
The social burden theory goes like this:  

·  Motorcyclist gets injured in an accident;  
·  motorcyclist goes to a hospital where they wrack up enormous medical expenses,   
·  When it comes time to pay those bills, it turns out they have no insurance, so American 

taxpayers get stuck with the tab.   
 

For 30 years our opposition has claimed irresponsible riders use inordinate amounts of taxpayer 
dollars.   
 
Saying it doesn't make it any closer to the truth.  We are taxpayers and we pay for ourselves.  
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Although part of the traveling public, motorcyclists have been hindered in their 
movements by the failure of detection loops and optical sensors to recognize their 
presence at many traffic signals.  The Washington State Legislature has been 
asked to address and remedy within the law when the signals fail to respond to 
motorcycles.   

Traffic intersections are second to left turn right-of-way violations in terms of 
vulnerability for motorcyclists.  When lights do not sense a motorcycle, exposure to 
the possibility of a rear-end collision increases, especially in low traffic scenarios 
where a motorist is more likely to miss seeing a stranded motorcyclist.  This 
presents a hazard to not only the motorcyclist but also to the surrounding traffic, as 
well as a potential liability to the municipality in charge of the signaling system. 
 
Currently there is no safe and legitimate method for getting clear of a signal that 
will not sense a motorcycle.  If in the left turn lane, there is no provision for a 
vehicle to merge back into the flow of traffic and go straight.  Even if it was legal, 
this maneuver is quite hazardous, with a rider unexpectedly merging from a dead 
stop into an unsuspecting traffic flow.  For the rider in the though lane, the option 
of making a right on red, followed by a u-turn, is much more hazardous than simply 
waiting until traffic is clear and, exercising due caution, proceeding through the 
intersection as if the red light was a stop sign. 
 
There are now 12 states that have enacted a law that provides immediate remedy 
to motorcyclist when they encounter a traffic signal that does not recognize the 
presence of a motorcycle. There is no data showing that crashes have increased 
as a result. To date, no state has tried to rescind it. It is a sound and reasonable 
solution to an existing problem. 
 
Motorcyclists of Washington strongly support the passage of this bill! 


